
“Where Faith and Life Connect”

The Order of Worship May 14, 2017

9:00 and 11:00 A.M.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

THE CHURCH GATHERS . . .

Welcome to Westminster Church! We are a family of Christians gathered from many

traditions and neighborhoods, worshiping here with the goal of connecting faith and life. If

you are a visitor, we pray you will feel welcome and blessed by our worship. We invite you to

consider making Westminster your church home. Please let us have your contact information

so we may be in touch.

Children are welcome in worship here. A nursery is available during the entire service.

When the prelude begins let us quietly prepare for the worship of almighty God.

PRELUDE   Rhosymedre (Lovely) Ralph Vaughan Williams

(from Three Preludes Founded on Welsh Hymn Tunes)

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

INTROIT (11:00)   Children’s Prayer German folk tune

arr. Robert Leaf

Oh Father, in heaven, be with us we pray. Thy word shall our hearts and our

voices obey. Through darkness and danger abide on our way. Oh Father, in

heaven, be with us we pray.

So softly, so gently, the dawn of the day, With beauty surrounds us while

lighting our way. Oh Father, direct us in work and in play. In all our

endeavor be faithful, we pray.

We welcome thy Spirit within us to dwell, Thy glory and honor our voices

will tell. We thank thee, we praise thee, thy word we obey. Oh Father, in

heaven, be with us we pray.

Robert Leaf     

Young Musicians’ Class

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 31

Leader: Blessed be the LORD, who has wondrously shown us steadfast love and

mercy.

People: O how abundant is the goodness of God, in whom we take refuge.

Leader: Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the

LORD.

People: Let us sing to the LORD with hymns of praise!

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 481 (blue hymnal)   Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show Llanfair

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

Gracious God, giver of life and love, we have not thanked you enough for

each breath we can take, each moment we live, each experience we enjoy or

endure. We are more likely to complain than to appreciate, and often fail to

seek your guidance and wisdom for our daily lives. Forgive us when we do

not love others as you have asked of us; forgive us when we neglect to see

our dependence upon you, each other, and creation itself. Forgive us of

everything that separates us from you and from the selves you have created

us to be. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.

*KYRIE ELEISON NO. 574 (blue hymnal) arr. David N. Johnson

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy

upon us.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*RESPONSE   Celtic Alleluia (sing twice) Fintan O’Carroll

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

SCRIPTURE READING Acts 7:55-60; I Peter 2:2-10

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN (11:00) Lisa Kaufman

Children age 4 through 2nd grade are invited to go downstairs and participate in

Children’s Worship. 

SCRIPTURE READING John 14:1-14

SERMON Rev. Dr. Buran Phillips

“Is The Only Way To God the only way to God?”

*HYMN NO. 416 (blue hymnal)   Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

Westminster Abbey

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison) from the Iona Community of Scotland

We believe in God, whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our

lives, whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth, whose love

was crucified by the evil that waits to enslave us all and whose love, defeating

even death, is our glorious promise of freedom. Therefore, though we are

sometimes fearful and full of doubt, in God we trust; and, in the name of

Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves, in the service of others, to seek justice and

to live in peace, to care for the earth and to share the commonwealth of God’s

goodness, to live in the freedom of forgiveness and the power of the spirit of

love, and in the company of the faithful so to be the church, for the glory of

God. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer

During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use

this time for personal reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.

THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center

aisle. 

Though many of us contribute electronically or by a check in the mail, your holding and

passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to our life together in Jesus

Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

(9:00)   Children’s Prayer German folk tune

(The text is found at the Introit.)

(11:00)   Rise Up, My Love Paul Laubengayer

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away, Oh, come away. For, lo, the

winter now is past, the rain is over and gone; The flow’rs appear on the

earth; the time for singing birds has come, and the voice of the turtle dove is

heard in the land.

Song of Solomon 2:10-12     

*AT THE PRESENTATION   Doxology No. 514 (red hymnal) Old Hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 442 (blue hymnal) (11:00)   The Church’s One Foundation Aurelia

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 586 (blue hymnal)   Amen

Danish melody

*POSTLUDE   Sonata Adriano Banchieri

*Indicates standing.

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDERS FOR THE WEEK: Leigh Dunlap and Bryan Powell

CARE TEAM COORDINATORS – MAY 16-31: Bill and Bonnie Rogers

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS AND HEARING DEVICES are available from the

ushers.

PLEASE place your bulletin into a blue recycling bin located at the Narthex door if

you do not care to take it home.

SERVING TODAY

ACOLYTES (11:00): Kara Porter and Macy Porter

GREETERS (11:00): Bill and Bonnie Rogers

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:

(9:00)   Childcare through age 5

(11:00)   Ashleigh and Jared Howard, Lucy Gordon and Meghan Oros



MINISTRY OF MUSIC:

(9:00)   Young Musicians’ Class

(11:00)   Chancel Choir and Young Musicians’ Class

SENIOR USHER: Buz Johnson

USHERS:

(9:00)   Cile Mathews and John Styron

(11:00)   John Salsbery, Jay Schmid, Brenda Seip, John and Kathy Shilling

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given by Larry and Jeanne Ridley in memory

of Bonnie Ridley and in honor of Norma Holloway and the mothers of Westminster.

THIS MORNING the Young Musicians’ Class sings for worship for the first time

this year. Their anthem is the culmination of a million steps in the learning process:

matching pitch and tuning, reading notation and text, and singing and listening as an

ensemble, to mention only a few. Each of these young musicians has developed this

foundation of skills over the past three to four years and their growth will continue

at a rapid pace. This musical development serves as vital cross training to their

academic growth as every facet of their intellect is nurtured. I am privileged to have

the opportunity to guide these wonderful young persons at such a critical time of life

and one where they begin to learn and experience service to the Church and the

centuries-old tradition of sacred choral music.

Peter Van Eenam     

THE COLOR OF PARAMENTS changes with the Liturgical Seasons. White will be

the color until Pentecost, June 4. White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as

well as respect and reverence. White is used for all High Holy Days and festival days

of the church year, especially the seasons of Christmas and Easter, and the first

Sunday of each month for Communion.

THE ABBEY DEADLINE is today. Please send your announcements and articles to

unitedprinters@comcast.net.

THE TUESDAY MORNING BOOK GROUP will meet May 16 at 10:30 a.m. in the

library. This month, we will discuss Mischling by Affinity Konar. Please contact

Linda Rutherford for more information.

LADIES’ LUNCH BUNCH will meet May 18th at 11:30 at the Cheesecake Factory at

West Town Mall. Come join in the GOOD food, fellowship and fun. Contact Kathy

Shilling if you plan to attend.

All-Church Project

Our super service project is next Sunday, May 21. This project is appropriate for all

ages, and we need your help! If we have 150 volunteers, we will complete the work

in just 2 hours. Please sign up online before May 21: 

http://events.stophungernow.org/WestminsterPresKnoxville2017

You’ll be forwarded to a registration form to fill out. (Your registration can be

completed with just your name and email address.) Signing up in advance allows us

to know how many volunteers we have, and it helps us get to work more quickly on

the day of the event.

We will be packaging meals to feed 35,000 school children. These meals will go to

high-impact areas (usually schools). This allows children to attend school and helps

families to insure their children have access to regular meals. We'll begin the event

by having a tasting of the food as it might be served around the world. After we

sample the meal, we will get to work. Please join us!

LEMONADE IN THE SCHILLING GALLERY: We invite you to

sign up for a date to serve lemonade in the Schilling Gallery after

worship this summer. All the supplies are provided for you.

There is minimal set-up, and you’re guaranteed to enjoy the

fellowship. Please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in

the Schilling Gallery.

VBS 2017

Passport to Peru: Discovering God’s Good Gifts

June 5 - 8, 9:00 am - Noon

Ages 3 - 5th Grade

Invite your friends and neighbors to join us for Passport to Peru. We’ll have a new

cultural experience each day through stories about the daily lives of children in Peru.

We’ll enjoy games, music, foods, etc. that are built around the Bible story of the day.

Please place your sign-up sheet in the offering plate.

Child’s Name Age/Current Grade

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

VBS Volunteers

Name:

Please circle area of volunteer interest: Shepherd / Snacks / Crafts / Decorating

If you are volunteering and need childcare for your child/children under age 3,

please note names and ages: ________________________________________________.

SHARE THE BOUNTY: Our Share the Bounty table is back in the Shilling Gallery

and is starting to provide produce. Our table provides a space to share the bounty

from our personal gardens and our very own Westminster organic garden. You are

more than welcome to help yourself to what is provided on the table. And if you

have a bit too much of something from your garden, bring it in to share. There is a

donation basket with any contributions going to Family Promise of Knoxville.
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Rev. Dr. Buran Phillips, Pastor

Rev. John Linton Muntz, Parish Associate

Peter Van Eenam, Organist and Choirmaster

Barbara Adamcik, Director of Youth and Connectional Ministries

Angela Grobe, Director of Children’s Ministries

Mary Boyd, Education Coordinator

Renee Wiesehuegel, Office Manager/Bookkeeper

Sandra Williams, Administrative Assistant

Rev. Friedrich Schilling, Jr., Pastor Emeritus

Debbie Bendy, Abbey Editor

Adult Sunday School

Bible Study Library

Join us as we continue a study of the Gospel of Mark.

The Wired Word Prayer Room

This class discusses the spiritual and religious implications of stories in the news.

Welcome to Westminster Fellowship Hall

This three-week series led by Dr. Buran Phillips, Barbara Adamcik, and Mary

Boyd is for anyone who wants to learn more about Westminster. There is no

obligation to join the church if you participate in the class.

Leadership

May 14 and 21, Gradye Parsons reprises a program on Leadership he presented

the Presbytery of East Tennessee. How does God expect us to lead as Christians

in our world? Presbyterians have a tradition of being leaders in any context.

Explore what that might mean for you.

THE SESSION

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019

Phil Barnette Leigh Dunlap Debbie Babelay

Bitsy Ingram JP Mackay Daniel Collins

William Milam Linda Van Beke Terry Crow

Bryan Powell Wes Williams Cindy Pearman

Brenda Seip Michael Yates Jay Schmid

Youth Elder: Tolson Bell

Clerk of Session: Georgann Byerley

TRUSTEES

Larry Ridley Paul Jorden Alice Mercer

Children are always welcome in our worship services! A nursery for

newborns up to 5 years of age is provided in the Children’s education wing

by trained, caring staff each week as a part of our ministry to children and

their families. Please ask a greeter or usher for assistance.


