
“Where Faith and Life Connect”

The Order of Worship June 25, 2017

10:00 A.M.

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

THE CHURCH GATHERS ...

Welcome to Westminster Church! We are a family of Christians gathered from many

traditions and neighborhoods, worshiping here with the goal of connecting faith and life. If

you are a visitor, we pray you will feel welcome and blessed by our worship. We invite you to

consider making Westminster your church home. Please let us have your contact information

so we may be in touch.

Children are welcome in worship here. A nursery is available during the entire service.

When the prelude begins let us quietly prepare for the worship of almighty God.

PRELUDE   Ciacona Georg Muffat

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 95

Leader: O come, let us sing to the Lord

and shout with joy to the rock of our salvation!

People: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving,

singing joyful songs of praise.

Leader: Lift up your hearts!

People: We lift them to the Lord!

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 483 (blue hymnal)   Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above

Mit Freuden zart

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

Gracious God, we come before you in humility to confess our sin. The light

that shines through the Christ illuminates the many ways that we fail to live

as your people. Forgive us for being more quarrelsome than compassionate,

more self-protective than giving, more close-minded than open-hearted.

Forgive us for letting differences blind us to our essential unity. Forgive us

for neglecting our planet, the welfare of all your people, and our own

spiritual health; and for failing to see the life-giving connection between all

three. May your Spirit lead us to a place of wholeness. Amen.

*KYRIE ELEISON NO. 574 (blue hymnal) arr. David N. Johnson

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy

upon us.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*RESPONSE   Celtic Alleluia (sing twice) Fintan O’Carroll

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 21:8-21

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN Ellen Anderson

Children age 4 through 2nd grade are invited to go downstairs and participate in

Children’s Worship. 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 10:24-39

SERMON “Sparrows Lives Matter” Rev. Dr. Buran Phillips

*HYMN NO. 339 (blue hymnal)   Be Thou My Vision Slane

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison) from A Brief Statement of Faith - PC(USA)

In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in

God’s image male and female, of every race and people, to live as one

community.

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s

commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept

lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet

entrusted to our care.

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people

to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the

children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us

heirs with Christ of the covenant.

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs

to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer

During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use

this time for personal reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.

THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center

aisle. 

Though many of us contribute electronically or by a check in the mail, your holding and

passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to our life together in Jesus

Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Morning Glory Gospel Medley arr. Barbara Adamcik

The congregation is encouraged to join the quartet to sing “This Little Light of Mine”

when the conductor indicates you may join in.

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.

Let it shine, let it shine, all the time.

Hide it under a bushel, no! I’m gonna let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel, no! I’m gonna let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel, no! I’m gonna let it shine.

Let it shine, let it shine, all the time.

*AT THE PRESENTATION   Doxology No. 514 (red hymnal) Old Hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 420 (blue hymnal)   God of Grace and God of Glory Cwm Rhondda

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 586 (blue hymnal)   Amen

Danish melody

POSTLUDE   Come, God, Creator, Holy Ghost J. S. Bach

*Indicates standing.

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDER FOR THE WEEK: Terry Crow

CARE TEAM COORDINATORS – JUNE 27-JULY 15: Leslie Versen, Brenda Seip,

and Susan Baughman

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS AND HEARING DEVICES are available from the

ushers.

PLEASE place your bulletin into a blue recycling bin located at the Narthex door if

you do not care to take it home.

SERVING TODAY

GREETERS: Mark and Pam Potocik

LEMONADE FELLOWSHIP: Ashley, Scott, Kara, and Macy Porter

SENIOR USHER: Bill Holt

USHERS: Suzanne Graham, Gordon and Robin Greeson, Kathy Huck, Buz Johnson

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in celebration

of the 55th wedding anniversary of Jim and Linda Yates on June 16.

THE COLOR OF PARAMENTS changes with the Liturgical Seasons. The Liturgical

Season is now Ordinary Time and remains so until the beginning of Advent. Green is

the color of the paraments during this season, with the exception of the first Sunday

of each month for Communion. Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation, of living

things and the promise of new life.

OUR THANKS to Barbara Adamcik, Lisa Ellis, Linda Judge-McRae, and Deborah

Phillips for their enrichment of our worship this morning and to John Brock for

serving as organist while Peter Van Eenam is on sabbatical.

Help Us Be Superheroes

Our kids ages kindergarten through fifth grade are spending the summer being

Super Mission Heroes. We’re doing lots of activities to help people in need. We’ll

start each week in the 10:00 worship service, then head for the Fellowship Hall

following the Time With Children.

A STATED SESSION MEETING is today at 11:15 a.m. in the McKinnon Room.

BAGGING GROCERIES FOR THE WEST KNOX FISH

PANTRY for June is done by Westminster volunteers.

Wednesday, June 28 we will be bagging groceries at

5:00 p.m. at Church of the Savior, 934 N. Weisgarber

Road. With a sufficient number of volunteers, it takes

about an hour to fill the number of bags needed for the

next week. For more information, please contact

Linda Van Beke.

THE BIBLE STUDY class is meeting this summer at 11:00 a.m. in the Library,

following the worship service. We are studying the book of Mark.

MOTHER’S MORNING OUT for infants

through rising 5th graders is available each

Wednesday from June 14 through August 2 from

9:00 to 11:30 am. Please call the church office to

sign up.

SHARE THE BOUNTY: Our Share the Bounty table is back in the Schilling Gallery

and is starting to provide produce. Our table provides a space to share the bounty

from our personal gardens and our very own Westminster organic garden. You are

more than welcome to help yourself to what is provided on the table. And if you

have a bit too much of something from your garden, bring it in to share. There is a

donation basket with any contributions going to Family Promise of Knoxville.

The Youth Need Your Help!

It's OBY (Operation Back Yard) time again!!! All of our

Westminster youth are going to be working hard to

renovate Ms. Virginia Waltrip's south Knoxville home

from July 9-14. Bart Carey, Eric Drumm, Tim & Joyce

Ryan, and William Milam (our crew chief Dream

Team) will be helping us roof, repair + install siding,

and completely paint Ms. Waltrip's home during that week. 

We are also staying at Maryville College during that week, where

the MC staff will be leading us in evening activities that include

ropes course and worship.

Here's how we need your help – in addition to prayers of support, we will need

lunch brought to our work site each day. Mary Boyd will be organizing meals

Monday-Friday. Please consider teaming up with someone and bringing a lunch for

30-40 people one of these days. You will be inspired by the hard work and loving

spirit of our wonderful youth! Call or email Mary or Barbara if you can help.
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THE SESSION

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020

Leigh Dunlap Debbie Babelay Scott Brunger

JP Mackay Daniel Collins James Everett

Linda Van Beke Terry Crow Andrew Gordon

Wes Williams Cindy Pearman Susan McKeehan

Michael Yates Jay Schmid Shawn Owens

Youth Elder: Clara Oakes

Clerk of Session: Georgann Byerley

TRUSTEES

Paul Jorden Alice Mercer Reed Ellis


