
“Where Faith and Life Connect”

The Order of Worship July 23, 2017

10:00 A.M.

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

THE CHURCH GATHERS ...

Welcome to Westminster Church! We are a family of Christians gathered from many

traditions and neighborhoods, worshiping here with the goal of connecting faith and life. If

you are a visitor, we pray you will feel welcome and blessed by our worship. We invite you to

consider making Westminster your church home. Please let us have your contact information

so we may be in touch.

Children are welcome in worship here. A nursery is available during the entire service.

When the prelude begins let us quietly prepare for the worship of almighty God.

PRELUDE   Abide, O Dearest Jesus Sigfrid Karg-Elert

Chorale Trio on Christus, der ist mein Leben

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: We have gathered to affirm that life is a gift, that the gift is good, and

that it comes from God.

People: We are gathered to renew our hope in Jesus Christ and to affirm our

trust in God’s love in the future.

Leader: Let us praise God with our hearts and minds and place our lives in

God’s care.

People: Let us offer to God our prayers and sing songs of praise.

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 492 (blue hymnal)   Baptized in Water Bunessan

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*LITANY OF CONFESSION from Book of Common Worship, 1993

Leader: Almighty God, you alone are good and holy.  Purify our lives and make

us brave disciples.  We do not ask you to keep us safe, but to keep us

loyal, so we may serve Jesus Christ, who, tempted in every way as we

are, was faithful to you.

People: Amen.

Leader: From lack of reverence for truth and beauty, from a calculating or

sentimental mind, from going along with mean or ugly things,

People: O God, deliver us.

Leader: From cowardice that dares not face truth, laziness content with

half-truth, or arrogance that thinks we know it all,

People: O God, deliver us.

Leader: From artificial life and worship, from all that is hollow or insincere,

People: O God, deliver us.

Leader: From trite ideals and cheap pleasures, from mistaking hard vulgarity

for humor,     

People: O God, deliver us.

Leader: From being dull, pompous or rude, from putting down our neighbors,

People: O God, deliver us.

Leader: From cynicism about others, from intolerance or cruel indifference,

People: O God, deliver us.

Leader: From being satisfied with things as they are, in the church or in the

world, from failing to share your indignation about injustice,

People: O God, deliver us.

Leader: From selfishness, self-indulgence or self-pity,

People: O God, deliver us.

Leader: From token concern for the poor, lonely or loveless people, from

confusing faith with good feeling, or love with wanting to be loved,

People: O God, deliver us.

Leader: From everything in us that may hide your light,

People: O God, light of life, forgive us.

*KYRIE ELEISON NO. 574 (blue hymnal) arr. David N. Johnson

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy

upon us.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*RESPONSE   Celtic Alleluia (sing twice) Fintan O’Carroll

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN Ellen Anderson

Children age 4 through 2nd grade are invited to go downstairs and participate in

Children’s Worship. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

OLIVIA KATHERINE and AURORA TAYLOR GIBBONS

Daughters of William and Kristel Fuller Gibbons

Words and Prayer of Institution

Presentation of the children J.P. Mackay, Ruling Elder

Promises of Faith

Anointing

HEBREW HISTORY Genesis 28:10-19

SERMON Rev. John Linton Muntz

To sleep-perchance to dream: ay there's the rub!

For in the sleep of death what dreams may come

When we have shuffled off this mortal coil

Must give us pause.

(Shakespeare: Hamlet III.i)

*HYMN NO. 179 (blue hymnal)   God Is My Strong Salvation (Psalm 27)

Christus, der ist mein Leben

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison) Psalm 139:1-12

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and

when I rise; you discern my thoughts from far away. You search out my path

and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word

is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. You hem me in, behind and

before, and lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

it is so high that I cannot attain it. Where can I go from your spirit? Or where

can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make

my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and settle at

the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your

right hand shall hold me fast. If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and

the light around me become night," even the darkness is not dark to you; the

night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer

During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use

this time for personal reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.

THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center

aisle. 

Though many of us contribute electronically or by a check in the mail, your holding and

passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to our life together in Jesus

Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   God Moves in a Mysterious Way John Wall Callcott

God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform; He plants His

footsteps in the sea, And rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines, With never failing skill, He treasures up His

bright designs, And works His sov’reign will.

William Cowper     

*AT THE PRESENTATION   Doxology No. 514 (red hymnal) Old Hundredth

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 529 (blue hymnal)   Lord of the Living Christe Sanctorum

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 540 (blue hymnal)  Randolph

God Be with You Till We Meet Again

(verses one and three)

God be with you till we meet again; Loving counsels guide, uphold you,

With a Shepherd’s care enfold you:

God be with you till we meet again.

God be with you till we meet again; When life’s perils thick confound you,

Put unfailing arms around you:

God be with you till we meet again.

POSTLUDE   The God of Abraham Praise setting by Michael Burkhardt

*Indicates standing.

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDER FOR THE WEEK: Susan McKeehan and Andrew

Gordon.

CARE TEAM COORDINATORS – JULY 23-31: Cindy Spangler

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS AND HEARING DEVICES are available from the

ushers.

PLEASE place your bulletin into a blue recycling bin located at the Narthex door if

you do not care to take it home.

SERVING TODAY

GREETERS: Max and Carlene Robinson

LEMONADE FELLOWSHIP: JP and Meredith Mackay

SENIOR USHER: Jerry Carley

MINISTRY OF MUSIC: Summer Choir

USHERS: LoAnn Price, Larry Ridley, Elizabeth Ridley, Janice Rawe, Rick Rawe

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given by Scott and Jerry Carley to the glory of

God and dedicated to Angela Grobe in appreciation for the 23 years she has lovingly

and tirelessly directed the Children’s Ministries. Thank you, Angela!

THE BIRTH CANDLE today represents TWO children born this week:

John and Ann Styron’s daughter, Kelly Torstrick, gave birth to Lillian Fielden

Torstrick on July 16th. Lillian joins sister Virginia to Kelly and Fielden‘s family.

Roy and Judy Hawk’s son Troy and daughter–in-law Holly welcome their son,

Brayden Thornton Hawk into their family. He was born on 7/17/17.

 Congratulations!

OUR THANKS to Ibbie Muntz for leading the Summer Choir this morning and to

Eileen Rudd for serving as organist while Peter Van Eenam is on sabbatical. The

congregation is invited to come sit in with the choir this summer and enjoy the music

and camaraderie! For those interested, there will be an important rehearsal following

worship today for the music to be sung subsequent Sundays (there will be no

Wednesday evening rehearsals this year). We hope you’ll join us!

THE BIBLE STUDY class is meeting this summer at 11:00 a.m. in the Library,

following the worship service. We are studying the book of Mark.

MOTHER’S MORNING OUT for infants

through rising 5th graders is available each

Wednesday from June 14 through August 2 from

9:00 to 11:30 am. Please call the church office to

sign up.

SHARE THE BOUNTY: Our Share the Bounty table is back in the Schilling Gallery.

Our table provides a space to share the bounty from our personal gardens and our

very own Westminster organic garden. You are more than welcome to help yourself

to what is provided on the table. And if you have a bit too much of something from

your garden, bring it in to share. There is a donation basket with any contributions

going to Family Promise of Knoxville.

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME!!!

Westminster Night at the Smokies is August 18th. Purchase

tickets by sending in $9 for each ticket to the church office.

After the game, we can stick around for a huge fireworks

display. How fun!!! Deadline to purchase the tickets is

August 13.
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Rev. Dr. Buran Phillips, Pastor

Rev. John Linton Muntz, Parish Associate

Peter Van Eenam, Organist and Choirmaster

Barbara Adamcik, Director of Youth and Connectional Ministries

Mary Boyd, Education Coordinator

Renee Wiesehuegel, Office Manager/Bookkeeper
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HELP US BE SUPERHEROES

Our kids ages kindergarten through fifth grade are

spending the summer being Super Mission Heroes. We’re

doing lots of activities to help people in need. We’ll start

each week in the 10:00 worship service, then head for the

Fellowship Hall following the Time With Children. Westminster’s Superheroes have

started a new project. We are collecting school supplies for children in need for the

next few weeks. You can donate backpacks, #2 pencils, wide-ruled composition

books (not spiral-bound), glue sticks, children’s scissors, and 24 count boxes of

crayons to help us help others. Ask Mary Boyd if you have questions.

THE SESSION

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020

Leigh Dunlap Debbie Babelay Scott Brunger

JP Mackay Daniel Collins James Everett

Linda Van Beke Terry Crow Andrew Gordon

Wes Williams Cindy Pearman Susan McKeehan

Michael Yates Jay Schmid Shawn Owens

Youth Elder: Clara Oakes

Clerk of Session: Georgann Byerley

TRUSTEES

Paul Jorden Alice Mercer Reed Ellis


