
“Where Faith and Life Connect”

The Order of Worship October 15, 2017

9:00 and 11:00 A.M.

NINETEENTH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

THE CHURCH GATHERS ...

Welcome to Westminster Church! We are a family of Christians gathered from many

traditions and neighborhoods, worshiping here with the goal of connecting faith and life. If

you are a visitor, we pray you will feel welcome and blessed by our worship. We invite you to

consider making Westminster your church home. Please let us have your contact information

so we may be in touch. Children are welcome in worship here. A nursery is available during

the entire service.

When the prelude begins let us quietly prepare for the worship of almighty God.

PRELUDE   O Gott, du frommer Gott Johannes Brahms

O God, Thou Faithful God

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 106

Leader: O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good; the steadfast love of the

LORD endures forever.

People: Blessed are those who observe justice, who do righteousness at all

times.

ALL: Let us sing praise to the LORD our God!

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 263 (blue hymnal)   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise St. Denio

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*LITANY OF CONFESSION 

Leader: Gracious God: When we treat your good creation as an object rather

than a gift

People: Forgive us, and make us whole.

Leader: When we treat others in a manner unworthy of disciples of Jesus Christ

People: Forgive us, and make us whole.

Leader: When we treat ourselves as less than children of God.

People: Forgive us, and make us whole.

Leader: When we fail to speak up and speak out for those who have no voice

People: Forgive us, and make us whole.

Leader: When we stumble and fall

People: Give us the courage that comes from knowing that you walk with us.

*RESPONSE   Take, O Take Me as I Am John L. Bell

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*RESPONSE   Gloria Patri No. 576 (blue hymnal) Jacques Berthier

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 32:1-14,

PRAYER SHAWL DEDICATION (11:00) Sue McSween

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN (11:00) Laura Stockdale

Children age 4 through 2nd grade are invited to go in the McKinnon Room and

participate in Children’s Worship. 

SCRIPTURE READING Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 22:1-14

SERMON  Rev. Dr. Buran Phillips

“Participate joyfully in the sorrows of the world. 

We cannot cure the world of sorrows, but we can choose to live in joy” 

Scholar of Comparative Religion and Mythology - Joseph Campbell

*HYMN NO. 298 (blue hymnal)   There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy In Babilone

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)   The Beatitudes Matthew 5:3-12

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

Blessed are the sorrowful, 

for they will be comforted.

Blessed are those of a gentle spirit,

for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst to see right prevail,

for they will be filled.

Blessed are those who show mercy,

for mercy will be shown to them.

Blessed are those whose hearts are pure,

for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they will be called the children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for the cause of right,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer

During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use

this time for personal reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.

PRAYER OF BLESSING Rev. Dr. Buran Phillips

Leader: Gracious, loving, and healing God, bless the work of this ministry, and

bless these shawls that they might be tangible evidence of the love and

prayers of this congregation.

People: Bless the ones who receive these shawls. Give them comfort, peace,

healing, and strength. Remind them that they are loved and never

forgotten. We ask your blessing on all who are lonely, sick, and

suffering. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.

THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center

aisle. 

Though many of us contribute electronically or by a check in the mail, your holding and

passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to our life together in Jesus

Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

(9:00)   Bransle de Poictou (from Terpsichore) Michael Praetorius

Recorder Ensemble

(11:00)   Father of All Christopher Tye

Father of all, we bow to Thee, Who art in Heav’n ador’d; Yet seen on earth

through all Thy works, The universal Lord. For Thine the pow’r, the

kingdom Thine; All glory be to Thee: Thine from eternity they were, And

Thine shall ever be.

Dr. Blair     

*AT THE PRESENTATION   Doxology Lasst uns erfreuen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 430 (blue hymnal) (11:00)  Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!

Darwall’s 148th

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

May you find yourself rejoicing with God this week. May your actions and words be

gentle and kind. May you spin your worries into prayer, and infuse those worry-spun

prayers with gratitude as you lift them heavenward. May your mind be centered in the

peace for beyond your understanding ...

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 586 (blue hymnal)   Amen

Danish melody

*POSTLUDE   Prelude in F Georg Böhm

*Indicates standing.

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDERS FOR THE WEEK: Susan McKeehan and Dan Collins

CARE TEAM COORDINATORS OCTOBER 1-15: Bill and Bonnie Rogers

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS AND HEARING DEVICES are available from the

ushers.

SERVING TODAY

ACOLYTES: (11:00)  Lane and Jake Palmer

GREETERS: (11:00)  Pat and Chip Herzog

MINISTRY OF MUSIC:

(9:00)   Recorder Ensemble

(11:00)   Chancel Choir

SAFETY TEAM:  Jim Boyd

SENIOR USHER:  Bill Wiesehuegel

USHERS:

(9:00)  Genet Weber, David Woodall

(11:00) Paul and Judy Jorden, Larry Ridley, Elizabeth Ridley, John Romeiser

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given in memory of Paula Warner Smartt at

the second anniversary of her death, October 15, 2015, by John Smartt. 

CHRISTOPHER TYE (c. 1505-c. 1572) was choirmaster at Ely Cathedral from about

1543 and also organist there from 1559. Educated at Cambridge University and at

Oxford (receiving his Doctor of Music from both), he may have been music teacher to

King Edward VI, who reportedly quoted his father, Henry VIII, as saying “England

hath one God, one truth, one doctor hath for music’s art, and that is Doctor Tye,

admired for skill in music’s harmony.”

KIDS CORNER

Nursery: (9:00) 0-5 year olds during Worship Service 

(10:00) 0-2 year olds during Sunday School

(11:00) 0-2 year olds during Worship Service

Sunday School:  Pre-K (3-5 year olds), K-1st grade, and 2nd-4th grades. Children

meet at 10:00 in the downstairs Fellowship Hall before splitting into small

groups. 

Children's Worship: Kids age 3 through 2nd grade are invited to join us for Time

With The Children before heading downstairs for Children's Worship. 3-5 year

olds will meet in the Pre-K room. K-2nd graders will meet with Allie

Brewington. (Note: If 2 or fewer 3-5 year olds attend, they will join the children

in the nursery)

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE We will continually be collecting

money for Hurricane Harvey, Irma, Maria, and Puerto Rico relief efforts. Checks can

be made payable to Westminster for the flooding (mark the memo line which one you

would like to donate to) and we will forward monies to PDA. The donation will be

included in your yearly WPC contribution statement. To see what is happening with

relief efforts, check out their website at www.presbyterianmission.org/pda   

Christian Stewardship: It's Part of Our Culture

     How do you know if a church has a culture of stewardship? 

     According to Catholic author and teacher Dan R. Ebener, you recognize such

when "… the people behave as if they are owners of the Church in the sense that the

Church is a precious gift from God. People treat the church like their home. They

help each other like a healthy family does. They welcome newcomers. They give

generously. They listen, understand, and respond to each other's needs and interests.

They are actively engaged in Church activities. They take seriously their own

personal development as disciples of Christ."

     Does that sound like any church you know?

WAMS and SHOW will continue next week. Youth Sunday school will resume on

October 22 and youth fellowship will attend a Lady Vols Soccer Game.

THE TUESDAY MORNING BOOK GROUP will be reviewing the book Hillbilly

Elegy by J.D. Vance on Tuesday, October 17 at 10:30 am in the SHOW room. Please

join us for the discussion. For information, call Linda Rutherford at 690-3499.

MINISTRY TEAM NIGHT is Tuesday, October 17 at 7:00 pm. The refreshments will

be provided this month by the Mission Ministry Team.

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH: The ladies luncheon on Thursday, October 19th will be at

Chop House. It is located at 9700 Kingston Pike. Please RSVP to Janice Rawe

LUNCH WITH FRIENDS: Families with children 0-12 are invited to join us for lunch

from Lenny's on Sunday October 22. We will meet in the downstairs Fellowship Hall

following the 11:00 worship service. Sign up on the Christian Ed bulletin board or

email Allie at allie_wpc@comcast.net if you can make it! 

PLAY PRACTICE FOR THE YOUTH CHRISTMAS PLAY will begin on October 22

at 12:15 pm. Our play this year: Junie B. Jones, Jingle Bells Batman Smells P.S. So Does

Mae! will be presented on December 10th. Mark your calendars!

TRUNK OR TREAT: Mark your calendars and RSVP to join us

for our Trunk or Treat event on Sunday, October 29th. We will

have pizza for dinner at 5:30, then jump into trick-or-treating

and lots of new fun games. The list includes: corn hole, witch's

hat ring toss, popcorn booth, colored hairspray, donut dangle,

and more!

This is such a fun church wide event, and there are many ways to participate. 

T Come decorate your trunk at 5:00 and pass out candy to the cuties as they

trick-or-treat after dinner at 5:30.

T Volunteer to help with one of our fun games (let Allie know if you can help!)

T Participate in the costume parade

T Simply come and enjoy! We hope you can join us! 
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERINGS TODAY

The Faith and Life Fellowship Hall

 Michael Yates and Kristi Gordon will lead a two-week discussion about suicide

and prevention. 

The Wired Word Prayer Room

You'll receive an email each week that includes a story pulled from the current

headlines. It's a chance to look at the news with scripture in hand. A discussion

is led by a rotating group of facilitators. The only thing you need is a

smartphone or tablet. If you have not received Wired Word emails in the past,

let Mary know you want to be added to the class list.

Bible Study Library

Scott Brunger leads a group that digs DEEP into scriptures each week. 

Feasting on the Word McKinnon Room

This curriculum from the PC(USA) is lectionary-based. You get an opportunity

to hear and study the texts that will likely be read in worship that same day.

The take on the texts may not be exactly what you hear from the pulpit, but can

provide another perspective on the scriptures.

THE SESSION

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020

Leigh Dunlap Debbie Babelay Scott Brunger

JP Mackay Daniel Collins James Everett

Linda Van Beke Vicki Mayfield Andrew Gordon

Wes Williams Cindy Pearman Susan McKeehan

Michael Yates Jay Schmid Shawn Owens

Youth Elder: Clara Oakes

Clerk of Session: Georgann Byerley

TRUSTEES

Paul Jorden Alice Mercer Reed Ellis

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/pda


Fall Workday at Westminster

  

Come join us for part or all of this workday as we spruce up

the church building and grounds.

Saturday, October 21, from 8:00 AM to Noon

Numerous and diverse jobs for all, both inside and outside

Put on your old clothes and bring your favorite tools to help us clean, weed,

plant, haul, saw, mulch, trim, cut, rake, paint, and various other tasks.

You bring the energy and spirit for any part of the time;

 we’ll provide the jobs and leadership (and coffee and donuts).

Help us put our WPC grounds to bed and get our facilities ready for winter.

WEDNESDAYS WITH WESTMINSTER

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER: THE CONFESSING CHURCH AND NAZI GERMANY:

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) was a German Lutheran Pastor, Theologian, Activist

and one of the founding members of the Confessing Church movement, a movement

of Christian leaders who opposed Adolph Hitler. Bonhoeffer's life and work continue

to inspire people across the broad spectrum of religious thinking. This class will look

at the political and theological background of Nazi Germany and then focus

specifically on Bonhoeffer and the way his thinking about God and faith was shaped

by the world around him. I will be using two books primarily and c lass participants

are encouraged to get either or both. For a close look at Bonhoeffer himself, we will

use Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Letters & Papers from Prison. Not an easy book to read, it does

allow us to look at both Bonhoeffer the person as well as the theologian. If you prefer

a more readable book, we will also be drawing from A Spoke in the Wheel: The Life of

Dietrich Bonhoeffer by Renate Wind, a brief but very informative biography. For those

who want to dig a little deeper, so to speak, I would suggest looking at the following

works by Bonhoeffer:

The Cost of Discipleship - Will dedicate a class to this book and would love for some

folks to engage this work.

Ethics

Meditations on the Cross - A collection of daily devotions

Psalms: The Prayer Book of the Bible

We will be placing an order for Letters and Papers from Prison and A Spoke in the Wheel

for $15 per book. Please let Melissa Everett (melissa_wpc@comcast.net) know as soon

as possible if you would like to order one of the books. Both are also available for

Kindle if you would prefer to order on your own.

BUCKET LIST CLASS: Our second class offering for Wednesday evenings will be

this semester's "Bucket List" hands-on activity. We are hoping to provide a unique

opportunity for everyone to try doing something adventurous. This semester's class

will be -- STAINED GLASS!! From October 18 to November 5, Barbara Adamcik will

teach you the beautiful craft of making stained glass art. By the end of the 5 one hour

sessions, you will have an 8-12 inch square piece of art and at least one Christmas

ornament. Barbara will have pre-made designs, or invent and assemble your own

design. This activity is most appropriate for participants 10 years thru adult. We are

suggesting participants pay a $10 materials fee for this 5-week class. (It is not

required.)

WHAT IS A PRAYER SHAWL?

A prayer shawl is a handmade blanket that represents prayers being said for the love

and comfort of the recipient. It is a symbol of God's love and solace for us in difficult

times. As it is being created, prayers of healing and comfort are said for the recipient. 

Thus, the completed shawl becomes a tangible evidence of prayer. As the recipient is

wrapped in the shawl, he or she is embraced in the comfort, love, and blessings of

God.

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY AT

WESTMINISTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Westminster's Prayer Shawl Ministry was begun with an organizational meeting on

July 13, 2006. With a meeting time established and guidelines in place, our first

official meeting was held in August 2006. Buran Phillips was our special guest for

that first meeting! No, he did not knit a stitch, but he led us in prayer and helped us

choose a Bible verse that would express the mission of our group.

 At that first meeting our group prayed at the beginning of the meeting and then

worked on our prayer shawls. Many were completed that month and given to those

needing comfort during that August of 2006.

Since then, this group of loving, dedicated, and talented ladies has been sharing

God's love and comfort in many ways. They have made around 250 prayer shawls,

blankets, and lap robes that have gone to not only members of our congregation, but

to others in different churches here in Knoxville and even to people in different

states.

Our group has helped establish a Prayer Shawl Ministry at Second Presbyterian

Church here in Knoxville. We partnered with them on a project to provide hand

knitted hats for each and every student at West View Elementary School. In the end

both groups together made over 600 hats! During this project, God even led us to

another crafting group in Maryville and to a lady who owned a knitting store in

Charleston, SC. She actually made several beautiful hats for us for this project. There

is truth to the statement "God works in mysterious ways."

Our group has also expanded into making baby blankets and hats. We try to give a

blanket or hat to each newborn member of our church. In addition, we have gotten so

comfortable making hats that for the past 5 years, we have given lots of handmade

hats, scarves, and shawls to the Mission of Hope, the Richard L Dean Center and

KARM.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry of Westminster is an active, vibrant, social group that is 

dedicated to spreading the message of God's love and comfort to those in need. 

Come join us! Contact Sue McSween at suemcsween@gmail.com


